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Court resurfacing.

Members will have noticed that courts 4 and 5 have now been resurfaced (and cope with frost much better than the others).  These courts will be marked out and painted when the others are resurfaced in the spring.
Tokens for floodlights.

 If anyone wishes to use the courts for private play on one of these dark winter evenings other than on a Club night, they should obtain a token for the lights in advance from the Treasurer, Philippa Bomford, or from behind the bar in the main clubhouse.  Tokens cost £5 for an hour.

Clubmark.


Alan Hayes and Ryan Trickey have put in much work to get us to our goal of achieving Clubmark – the quality standard for sports clubs.  It appears to be like a modern version of Pilgrim’s Progress or maybe just Snakes and Ladders. It’s forward two and back one, but we are getting closer.  Production of a Members Handbook is encouraged, and a draft is currently being reviewed by the Committee.

British Tennis.

The LTA have again reminded clubs that Wimbledon ticket allocations are based on members who have signed up for British Tennis.  If you haven’t signed up, please join on line (www/lta.org/Member/Join) or phone 0208 487 7000.  It’s free for members as Portcullis is an LTA registered Place to Play.


!


LTA Structure.
 

You may not think you need to know this, but I’ll tell you anyway!  The LTA are proposing to change their structure from an unincorporated association of Members to a company limited by guarantee.  They’re doing this primarily to avoid financial risk to members in the event of some catastrophe – like a stand collapsing at Wimbledon with great loss of life.  At present, in the event of such an unlikely occurrence, and if insurance cover was inadequate, unlimited financial responsibility would pass to the Members (e.g. Oxfordshire LTA) and through them to Places to Play (Portcullis TC) and ultimately to you and me.  If the resolution is passed, then Members’ risk would be limited to £1.  Seems like a good idea to me!

Coaching and Membership - A message from the Membership Secretary 

It has come to my notice that there are a number of (mostly junior) players who are having coaching regularly with Ryan or Vicki but who have not joined the Club.  Rather than make an extra charge per session (which would be more costly for the player and more time consuming for Ryan), it is Club policy that all those coached should be members.  If you have recently had an email or telephone call from me and have not yet responded (or have recently joined the coaching scheme and haven't paid), I would be grateful for a cheque made out to Portcullis Tennis Club as soon as possible.  If you have a problem, then please contact me on d.waud@johnsonwaud.co.uk.



Junior Report

Juniors have been a great success for Portcullis in the last twelve months.  Memberships have increased steadily and now number about 100.  Successes in league and knockout competitions have been almost too numerous to mention, but perhaps an exception should be made for Josh Marks and Alex Bingham who were Aegon Under 12 Boys champions and to Evie Phillips who won the Girls Green Ball County Leaderboard.

Those members (including your editor) who are dragged out too often to play matches against stronger opposition are absolutely delighted to see that no less than twelve juniors have played for the Club in senior leagues and have more than justified their selection.  Long may it continue this way.  Too often has this young talent been kept hidden from the adult world!

Thanks are due to Ryan Trickey for all his hard work and to the Parent Captains for their great dedication.

Coaching News.

Portcullis is delighted to welcome Vicki O’Neill as a new member of the coaching staff.  Vicki is a registered Level 2 coach who will be helping Ryan with the juniors and where possible helping organize the evening Club Nights.

Social events

Nine teams enjoyed a great evening at the annual Quiz which was won by “Liz’s Losers” captained with consummate skill by Liz Bowles.  £325 profit will go to Club funds.  The Social Committee are thanked for their  hard work as are all those who kindly donated raffle prizes. 

The next event will be a Mince Pies and Mulled Wine evening on Tuesday 14th December at 7.00 p.m. in the clubhouse.  A small charge will be made to cover costs.

Winter Matches


In the Thames Valley Winter Tennis League, Portcullis are currently holding their own.

Ladies 1 in Division 1 are only lying 11th of 14, but are currently without a loss and should rise up the table.  Ladies 2 are second in Division 3, having won four of five matches.  Ladies 3 in Division 4 are only 11th of 15 but they too should rise, as they’ve won one, drawn two and lost one.

The Mens 1st team is doing extremely well and is currently lying second of 13 teams having won three, lost one.  Mens 2 are just about holding their own in Division 5 with one win and two losses.  Mens 3 is struggling in Division 6 with two draws and two losses.

Junior Match Fees.

Juniors playing in seniors matches will from now on only be charged £1 instead of the standard £2.50.
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Committee Members.	Your new Committee until October 2011 is:





Steve Gothard		Chairman			01491 832814


Roger Haycock		Hon. Secretary			01235 812202


Philippa Bomford	Treasurer			01491 836173


Deirdre Waud		Membership Secretary		01235 813181


Alan Hayes		Wallingford Sports Trust Rep.	01491 825283


Liz Bowles		Match Secretary		07887 895259


Tony Murrell		Mens Captain			01491 201435


Kay Webber		Lady Captain			01491 832576


Ryan Trickey		Coach (ex officio)		07886 304114


Jill Lloyd		Social Committee		01491 839837


Jenny Booth		Social Committee		01491 681158


Christiane F-C Cady 	Social Committee		01491 201369


Craig Wright						01491 837428


Gill Mott						01491 201592





Thanks are due to all those who have contributed hard work in the last year, and  particularly to Alan Hayes, who has shouldered a huge burden as Chairman.  Also to Len Albin who has retired from the Committee after many years of service.




















Portcullis Summer Junior Tournament results





�
Under 8�
Under 10�
Under 12�
Under 14�
Under 16�
�
Winner�
Lucy Millsop�
Henry Bingham�
Evie Phillips


Josh Marks�
Jon Balshaw�
Rachel Sladden


Nick Grain�
�
Runner-up�
Ela Altay�
Blake Cowling�
Rachel Sladden


Ethan Ball�
Josh Marks�
Lucy Hammond


Conor Forster�
�
�
Under 18 boys�
Under 18 girls�
�
�
�
�
Winner�
Nick Grain�
Ellie Vincent�
�
�
�
�
Runner-up�
Conor Forster�
Rachel Sladden�
�
�
�
�






Portcullis Summer Senior Tournament Results





�
Mens singles�
Ladies singles�
Mens doubles�
Ladies doubles�
Mixed doubles�
�
Winner�
Ryan Trickey�
Kay Webber�
Tony & Sam Murrell�
Lucy Waud & Liz Bowles�
Norah Lawrie & Bambang Sampurno�
�
Runner-up�
Nick Grain�
Annie Wilder�
Ryan Tricky & Nick Grain�
Kay Webber & Gill Mott�
Liz & Jamie Bowles�
�









